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THE JEWS IN SOUTHERN ITALY III 



THE JEWS IN SOUTHEBN ITALY. 

In an open courtyard of the Museum at Taranto (the tdpas of 
the Greeks and the Tarentum of the Romans) are some interesting 
Jewish tombstones of which the following are transcriptions : — 

A. 
-Q1P 

fpc 

Joseph son of Joseph is buried (here). 

The stone with this inscription had been placed upside down in the 
Museum. 

B. 

r\m w na 
p Tin 

Here lies the wife of Leon son of David from Melos (?). 

PIW is a grammatical error for nun. The emblem of the shield 
of David preceding the name TH is interesting. IT'B can hardly 
be Milan, the ancient name for which was Mediolanum. It may 
possibly be the island of Melos. 

C. 

p "rosy nia* na 

w fan \\tb 

rup mtrs 

by oii>t? w 

innuo 
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Here lies Sabbattai son of Leon aged sixteen years. Peace be upon 
his rest. 

There are several other such inscriptions, some commencing with 
the words p*Ti JTOf the memorial of a righteous man. 

Some stones have inscriptions in Latin as well as in Hebrew, the 
Latin inscription being as a rule on one of the four sides and the 
Hebrew on another. For example : — 

D. 

3id }wn vKf ns 

0J> U^D }3 bs\QW 
fTTU? V3K T1K bs\?VTf 

w rw u<rm twins 
annuo by o\b& 

HIO • BECQVIESCIT • 
SAMOEL • FIL • SIL • 

* * * 

Here lies in good remembrance Samuel son of Silanus. with Ezechiel 
his father's brother, who lived forty-two years. Peace be upon their 
rest! 

Ascoli has already edited this inscription, or rather a portion of it. 
(Iscrizioni, Turin, 1880.) 

Besides these there are some epitaphs in Greek, e. g. : — 

E. 

ENOA KATA 
KHTE HAIAC 
YIOC IAA * * * 

evda Kanuttmu 'HKLas vlns 'Iaa|/e<»/3]. Here lies Elijah son of Jacob (?). 

F. 

CN0A KATA 
KHTC AAVA 
ATOV V10C AZ 
APIA KAI COCA 
NA €N 6PINH 
KVMICIC AVTIC 
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ev6a KaraiteiTai AovMtov vlos 'Afapia, icai S&rava" iv elprjvr] not/u/cris 
avrols. Here lies Laudatus' son Azaria, also Susanna; may their rest 
be in peace ! 

AAVAATOV is no doubt the genitive of AAVAATOC = 
laudatus, ' praised ' ; possibly, as Rabbi Coha of Corfu has suggested, 
it may be an ungrammatical equivalent for the Hebrew name ??H. 
COCANA is not the only spelling of the name >Wte>; in Alexandria 
I found a Jewish tombstone with a Greek inscription in which the 
name occurs spelt Sovvava. The last two lines are a rendering of 
the common Hebrew prayer DnrMO ?y Di?B> W. It will be seen that 
the spelling of these two inscriptions differs considerably from 
that of classical Greek ; it is clearly phonetic and proves that at 
the time from which they date the pronunciation of Greek had 
undergone considerable modifications in the direction of modern 
Hellenic. 

So far as I can find, none of these inscriptions, with the exception 
of D, have been edited before. With regard to the character of the 
Hebrew writing, a distinct and fairly uniform style runs through all 

of them ; the shape of the letters ft (m), J[ ( 3 )> O ( D )> I ( 3 ) is 

remarkable. In fact the open side of the letter D of itself is sufficient 
to furnish a " terminus ad quern " as to the date of these tombstones, 
for it is not met with elsewhere after the eleventh century; on the 
other hand it occurs as early as the first century after Christ. A 
striking point in the inscriptions is their similarity with those dis- 
covered in 1853 in the catacombs of Venosa 1 . In the first place the 
Hebrew handwriting of the two shows a distinct resemblance, and 
secondly the same combination of Hebrew with Latin and of Hebrew 
with Greek is there met with. For instance : — 

nAE KITE AIEAAA 
&c. 

Here again we find Kttrat, phonetically spelt tart. The un- 
Jewish name Asella has its parallels in others of the Venosa in- 
scriptions, as for example Faustinm, Pretiosa; and it strengthens 
the conjecture made above that WD and S I L • in inscription D 
stand for Silanus. 

One naturally turns to the Venosa inscriptions in order to obtain 
a clue to the solution of the interesting question of the date of our 

1 Asooli, Iscrizioni. 
VOL. XIV. I 
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tombstones. Hirschfeld ascribes the former to the fifth or sixth 
century a.d., whilst de Angelis and Smith, judging from the character 
of the Greek and Latin letters, come to the conclusion that they cannot 
be older than the third nor later than the sixth century. It is inter- 
esting also to compare our inscriptions with the tombstones discovered 
in the cemeteries of Rome, which are believed to belong in the main 
to the third and fourth centuries \ Of these the oldest are in Greek. 
The following is an example 2 : — 

,[EN]OAAE KITE CYNHAIKH 
AOYrATHP OYPCAKIOY 
EN EIPINI KYMICIC AYTHC 

It is remarkable that the word for " lies " is in the Roman inscrip- 
tions sometimes correctly spelt Ke'trai and sometimes kcitc, kit€ and 
even x fmu i but never as at Taranto xi/re. Some light no doubt 
can be thrown from this quarter upon the date of the Taranto 
tombstones. But internal evidence is forthcoming from the latter 
themselves. I showed a squeeze of the Greek inscription P to 
Professor Stai's, Director of the National Museum at Athens, and 
he stated without hesitation that the writing was of the third 
century A.D. 

It appears then that at this early date a Jewish community and 
a Jewish cemetery existed at Tarentum. Tarentum was one of the 
Apulian communities, and Zunz mentions it as such 8 together with 
Trani, Bari, Otranto, Lecci, Siponto, and Melfi. In Bari there is still 
to be found a Via Sinagoga, but of the Synagogue there are now 
no remains. Zunz does not mention Brindisi, but evidently Jews 
once lived there in some numbers, for some old Jewish tombstones 
have been discovered there and there is still a Via Iudecca in the 
town. 

It is an interesting fact that numbers of Italian Jews emigrated to 
Corfu when Ferdinand and Isabelle exiled them from the kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies. 

Corfu was then under Venetian rule. Zunz, though he mentions 
the fact that during the sixteenth century Apulian and Calabrian 
fugitives founded synagogues in Arta, Valona, Salonica, Constantinople 
and other places in Turkey, omits all reference to Corfu. Even at 
the present day the Jews of Corfu are divided as to Mirihag and 
even as to language into Greeks and Apulians (" Pugliesi "), as the 

1 Vogelstein-Rieger, Geschichie der Juden in Bom, p. 55. 
a Garrucci, Cimitero degli antichi Ebrei, p. 54. 
3 Ritus des synagogalen Gottesdienstes, p. 78. 
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Italian section is called. The latter is now the more important of 
the two communities, and its members, as indeed many other Corfiotes, 
speak a bastard Italian called " Pugliese," representing the Apulian 
dialect of the fugitives from Italy. 

It is certainly remarkable that notwithstanding the complete 
religious toleration which Jews now enjoy in Italy, hardly any have 
as yet found their way back again to its southern provinces. 

Herbert M. Adler. 
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